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• Soft Landing & Commercial Launchpad for 
Finnish SMEs to establish and grow in North 
America, and... 

• Expansion location for larger Finnish 
companies.

• Free (gratis) – no cost, no equity.

FinnZone
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• Just a few hour drive from Green Bay, Wisconsin, and Sault St. Marie,
Ontario, Canada…surrounded by Lake Superior.

• Chicago is just over an hour direct flight from the Houghton County Airport.

FinnZone Location: Houghton-Hancock, U.P. 



• FinnZone is a Collaboration of Seven Organizations.
• Nothing comparable in U.S. supporting Finnish SME’s.

Economic Development (4)     Academic (2) Incubator-Accelerator (1)

FinnZone

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SOM incubator/innovation center, two universities, four economic development orgs. 



…allows FinnZone to provide an array of services: 
Entry Program 1 - älykäs alku (SmartStart program)
• Market assessment & customer discovery. 
• Go or No-Go on U.S. market entry.

Entry Program 2 - Kasvuyritykset “Kasvu” (Growth 
Companies 15 to 50+ employees) 
• Market entry, commercialization assistance, business 

development/corporate introductions.
• Product adaptation and development.
• Site location assistance (office, production space).
• Assistance raising capital & access to state/federal grants.
• STEM talent from Michigan Tech University (MTU).
• Connections to sponsored research at MTU.
• Connect SMEs with supportive local-regional companies.
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FinnZone can assist Venture Capital, Private Equity, Banks, Accelerators, 
with your Portfolio SMEs, or larger growth companies.

FinnZone Collaborations 

Presenter
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Michigan-Finland Investment FundFinnZone and Michigan Capital Network are exploring the possibility of a $10 million (U.S.) investment fund to invest in Finnish SME’s (and U.P. tech companies) willing to establish a subsidiary in Michigan. Investments would focus on Finnish companies seeking “Series A” capital to expand into the U.S. “We believe that if this comes to fruition, it may be the first venture fund outside of Finland to invest primarily in Finnish technology companies”Finland Delegation and SME Activity in MichiganIn late spring or early summer, FinnZone will be hosting a delegation in the U.P. of up to seven SMEs from Finland led by JAMK and sponsored by Business Finland. The companies range from med-tech to mobility, advanced wood products and others. FinnZone has been videoconferencing individually with the companies, and with Finnish partners Marko Luoma of XPort and Markku Paananen of JAMK to strategically plan the visits 
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Tuukka Ylälahti, Co-Founder & CEO, 
Mesensei

FinnZone Clients  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First U.S. pilot of Mesensei's "Community Design" tech product



Powerhouse in Houghton

Jutila Center, Finlandia UniversityLakeshore Center, SmartZone & Michigan Tech University

FinnZone Facilities 
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Landing Spot for Finnish companies to the huge markets of USA and Kanada:

• Resources of seven organizations working together for Finnish SMEs.

• Sector specializations in U.P./Michigan – Bioeconomy, Mobility, 
Manufacturing, Clean-Tech, Marine/Maritime, Software.

• We can accomplish much quickly…many types of support within 10km.

• We know Finland-- visits, family connections…shared heritage and values of 
largest Finnish-American community.

• Easy and welcoming landing site within proximity of giant markets.

• Low operating cost environment…. one-third of  East/West coast U.S.

• Large STEM labor resource from the university.

FinnZone Ameriikan Raitille
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